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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, 
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties

Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .

To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in

the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.
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 Betsy Pierson, Chair           Julie Deschenes Co-Chair                    Fern Beathard , Secretary                         

 740-703-1645                                                                                   740-634-2799   

prsn@horizonview.net                                                                   overlookhillsfarm@gmail.com

Jim Meacham, Treasurer                                                                    Tim Shoemaker, Editor

  740-988-2073                                                                                   740-851-9127

 jmeach42@gmail.com                                                                   tshoe140@horizonview.net        

Feb 14, 2019
Hello All! 

We started off the new year with a marvelous pot luck supper and lots of catching up for all.  
Then over to the next room where a lovely video show of Ohio birds and wildlife by our speaker, John 
Howard, was running.

Our first meeting of the year was brought to order at 7 pm by our new chairperson, Betsy 
Pierson.  She had some sad news for us all. Barbara Keyes, longtime SOFA member and good friend, 
passed away on January 3rd.  Betsy will talk with Andrea, Barb's daughter, so that we can be sure to get
together with her to celebrate Barb's life.

Gary and Linda Blair continue to be SOFA members in good standing.  Their new address, 
where they have two guest rooms and a warm welcome awaiting any members headed their direction, 
is: 105 Meadowgate Drive, Forest, Virginia 24551. Telephone number is 740-649-4658 Gary and 740-
649-2574 Linda.

Our treasurer, Jim Meacham, gave the financial report.  We have enough money in our Camp 
Canopy scholarship fund to send three young people to camp this year.  Anyone who has not paid dues 
yet, please do!

Rick Wright reported finding several deer antlers in the woods this winter.  He also challenged 
Wayne and Tim to another camp cook off this year. Betsy has found several pounds of oyster 
mushrooms in the woods recently - commonly called hickory jacks. They are snow white in the warm 
seasons and more tan in the winter, at least in the Pierson's forest. (Don't eat any wild mushrooms 
unless you or someone you consult with is able to identify them definitively.)

Our speaker for the March meeting will be R.J. Donahue, who is a professional surveyor for the
state of Ohio.  Have your questions ready! 

Julie Deschenes has graciously agreed to fill the SOFA co-chair position for 2019. Thank you, 
Julie! 

Dana Harsh informed us of a new law proposed by an Ohio Senator - the Purple Paint Law.  
Painting a purple blaze on private property lines will imply "no trespassing", and can replace posting 
signs. 

We discussed having a SOFA officer join the Pike County Fish and Game Club annually so that 
we can schedule our Christmas party there.  Everyone agreed this was a good idea. 

It was brought up, and agreed upon, that for the security of our members, no lists containing 
names, e-mails, or addresses would be given out to anyone outside our membership, unless that person 
or persons request it.

cont'd
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  Ohio Tree Farm / Ohio Forestry Association Annual Meeting
March 6-7th 2019

This meeting involves forest industry and landowners exhibits and a variety of educational speakers and
sessions. This year the program will be in Columbus.

There is a fee to attend, and reservations are required.
For more information: contact Tom Mills Ohio Tree Farm Chair. 888-388-7337

  

SOFA Tentative scheduled for 2019
March 14th .........................................Surveying your property.

April 11th ....................................Program about Camp Canopy.

May 9th .............................................The Chestnut Tree.

June (TBA)..................................Christmas Tree Farm Tour. (Saturday)

July  (TBA)..............................................Kids Day

August 8th ….................................Annual Planning Meeting

September 12th ….....................Ohio State Park Activities Presentation

October (TBA)...................................Kaldmo Farm Tour

November 14th …..................Open Mic / Photo Contest / Camp Fund Auction

December 12th …..................Annual Membership Meeting and Christmas Party

                                                                        Cont'd form page 1

Betsy introduced John Howard to present our program for the evening. He is a self-educated naturalist, 
and extremely knowledgeable in all things outdoors!  His main topic this evening was about salamanders. Many 
of us have their natural habitats on our properties. Vernal pools - temporary streams and large puddles - are home
to many types of salamanders and frogs as are creeks and streams. His program was in depth and very 
interesting; his slide show and photography exquisite. 

John and his wife have developed the Ohio Star Retreat Center https://www.ohiostarrc.com/ near  
West Union in Adams County.  It accommodates, in addition to quilting groups, nature conferences and classes 
that John leads. SOFA presented John with a beautiful Shaker box, (made by member Tim Shoemaker) in thanks 
for his presentation. Several handouts and a DVD were made available. 

Tim made a motion (as was the tradition of our late friend Joe Gordy) to adjourn the meeting.  
Happy Trails! Fern
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S.O.F.A. Resource

Advisers

Mark Rickey, DNR, Forester
Vinton, Ross,Pickaway
740-774-1596  ext  109

Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us

Perry Brannan, DNR Forester
Jackson, Lawrence, Galia, Meigs

740-589-9915
Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us 

Brad Wireman, DNR Forester
Fayette, Clinton, Highland, Pike,

 Fayette
740-493-2441

brad.wireman@dnr,state.oh.us

Cameron Bushong, DNR, Forester
Athens, Morgan, Washington,

Perry 
740-596-1102

Camron.Bushong@dnr,state,oh,us

Jason Van Houten, DNR Forester
Madison, Franklin

614-265-6703
Jason.VanHouten@dnr.state.oh.us

Dave Apsley, Nat’l Resource
Specialist         740-286-2177

dapsley@postoffice.ag.ohio.state.
edu

Mike Besonen, West Dist Forester,
South Central Ohio

740-772-3681
Michael.besonen@glatfelter.com

Ben Robinson DNR Forester
Clermont, Brown, Adams, Scioto

614-204-9026
Ben.Robinson@dnr.state.oh.us

“A DAY IN THE WOODS” 2019 SCHEDUAL

MAY 10th   Spring eaibles @ Vinton Furnace
MAY 24th   Bonus Friday:   Tree ID @ Hocking College
JUNE 14th   Non-game Wildlife @ Vinton Furnace
JULY 12th   Woodland Conservation Practices & E.Q.U.I.P. @ Vinton Furnace
AUGUST 9th   Hemlock Eco-Systems & Night Sounds @ Camp Oty'Okwa in the Hocking Hills
SEPTEMBER 13th   Timber Harvesting – Things to Consider @ Zaleski State Forest ODNR Complex
OCTOBER 11th   Woodland & Wildlife Resaerch Update
NOVEMBER 8th   Winter Tree Identification @ Zaleski State Forest   ODNR Complex
                                                            For registration  contact :
Dave Apsley, Natural Resource Specialist, OSU       740-286-2177        dapsley@postoffice.ag.ohio.state.edu

             The Adventures of Wane & Tim
Tim:   Did you hear ...Rick wants to have another cook-off?
Wayne:  That was a lot of fun. You want to do it?
Tim:     Yeah...but lets just call it a “cooking demonstration”
Wayne:   No competition?
Tim:    That got a little out of hand....I mean with the

     gun waving, providing special seating, and all!
Wayne:   Wasn't that a toy gun?
Tim:    Yeah....that's all Betty would let him have.
Wane:     That sounds good, you got any ideas?
Tim     I'm thinking of something, we could show how to make that anyone   

    could do, keeping it simple, and a food that everyone seems to like.
Wayne:    What??
Tim:         I ain't even tellin' you yet......it's a long time till it happens!!

Barbara Helen Favre Keyes 
  Passed away on Jan. 3, 2019 at age 77 years.
  She was born July 4, 1941 to parents Albert E. and
Helen Zeman Favre. Barbara was the oldest of four
siblings, Mary Jean Straka, Edward Robert Favre and
Nancy Ellen Favre.
  She was preceded in death by her husband, George E.
Keyes, Sr., and she is survived by her two children,
George E. Keyes, Jr. and Andrea Keyes Littler (Craig
Littler, Sr.), and grandchildren, Craig Littler, Jr., Helena
Littler and Maryrose Littler.Object 1 
  Barbara retired from University of Cincinnati, and has resided at her tree farm in Vinton 
County ever since.
  She was a member and loved St. Sylvester Catholic Church in Zaleski. She was 
passionate about the outdoors, and was active in the Southern Ohio Forestry Association 
(SOFA). Barbara also served as a member of the Vinton Soil and Water Conservation 
District for many years.
  A Mass was  held on Jan. 9, 2019 at 10:30 a.m. at St. Sylvester Church in Zaleski, with a 
remembrance ceremony and dinner. She would be very happy with donations made to the 
OSU James Cancer Research Center in Columbus.
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               The Bear Question                   
                 Has Finally Been 
                      Answered.......
             in Adams County Ohio!

 Rare half-male, half-female cardinal spotted in PennsylvaniaObject 2 

Jeffrey and Shirley Caldwell have been attracting birds for 25 years with carefully tended backyard feeders. But the 
lifelong Erie, Pennsylvania, residents have never seen a creature so wondrous as the half-vermillion, half-taupe cardinal—
its colors split right down the middle—that first showed up a few weeks ago in the dawn redwood tree 10 yards from 
their home.                                                                                                                                                                                  

In fact, they weren’t sure they saw it correctly until it came in closer. “Never did we ever think we would see 
something like this in all the years we've been feeding,” Shirley Caldwell says                                                                          

The anomaly is known as a bilateral gynandromorph. In plain language: Half its body is male and the other half is 
female. “This remarkable bird is a genuine male/female chimera,” says Daniel Hooper, a postdoctoral fellow at the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology, in an email.    

Gynandromorphs, known as “half-siders” among ornithologists, are rare but not altogether uncommon. They likely
occur across all species of birds, Hooper says, but we’re only likely to notice them in species where the adult males and 
females look distinct from each other, a trait known as sexual dimorphism. “Cardinals are one of the most well-known 
sexually dimorphic birds in North America—their bright red plumage in males is iconic—so people easily notice when they
look different,” Hooper says. 

HOW DOES IT HAPPEN?

Hooper says sex determination in birds is a little different than in mammals. In mammals, he says, males have one 
copy of each sex chromosome (X and Y) while females have two copies of the X chromosome.Object 3 

In birds, it’s the opposite. Their sex chromosomes are called Z and W, and it’s the females that have a single copy 
of each (ZW), whereas the males have two of the same (ZZ). Sex cells’ nuclei, including sperm and eggs, usually have only 
one copy of either chromosome—males produce only Z-carrying sperm, and females produce either Z- or W-carrying eggs.

Gynandromorphy like that in this cardinal occurs when a female egg cell develops with two nuclei—one with a Z 
and one with a W—and it’s “double fertilized” by two Z-carrying sperm.Object 4 

The chimeric individual then develops with half of its body as a male ZZ and the other half as a female ZW. If you 
were to examine a cell from the bright red male side, it would have cells with ZZ chromosomes. If you looked at a cell 
from the left, it would have cells with ZW chromosomes. This phenomenon happens in birds, many insects, and 
crustaceans. 

Part of what makes this particular cardinal so exciting to Hooper is that it may be able to reproduce. “Most 
gynandromorph individuals are infertile, but this one may actually be fertile as the left side is female, and only the left 
ovary in birds in functional.” 

We may soon find out. Shirley Caldwell says the cardinal is always in the company of a male. “We’re happy it’s not 
lonely,” she says. Researchers in western Illinois observed another gynandromorph cardinal several years ago and reported
that they never saw it in the company of another cardinal (nor did it—or the Caldwells’ cardinal— ever sing).
In the meantime, the Caldwells get to observe this rare visitor from their kitchen window. They say it likes to feed on 
generous portions of black sunflower seeds and suet in a pole feeder not far from the lilac bush where it often perches.
"Who knows, maybe we will be lucky enough to see a family in summer!" Shirley Caldwell says.
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 MPR News Weather and its underlying science                                                    

Extreme cold may wipe out high percentage emerald ash borer larva / Paul Huttner January 3, 2014, 

   Here’s one resident who may welcome the extreme cold wave headed for Minnesota. Your local ash tree. 

The extreme temperatures moving in with Sunday’s

arctic blast may kill off a significant percentage of 

emerald ash borer larvae, according to one of the

premier forestry experts in Minnesota.                      

As I gauge the incoming cold wave event, my

latest read is that the Twin Cities area will see close

to 84 consecutive sub-zero hours starting Saturday

night, and lasting into Wednesday morning.        

Model forecasts vary, but the deepest cold

should peak somewhere between -20 and -26 Monday and Tuesday mornings. Here’s the latest look at the Global

Forecast System model’s temperature output for early next week.                                                                       

Emerald ash borer and extreme cold?                                                                    

Given the magnitude of the incoming cold wave, I wondered about the potential positive benefits of the 

extended sub-zero streak.                                                                                                                              

I’ve spoken many times about the mortality of the pine bark beetle at -40 in northern Minnesota based on

discussions with University of Minnesota forestry expert Lee Frelich, director of the Center for Forest Ecology.         

Lee is widely regarded as a premier expert on all things Minnesota forest, including insect mortality in 

extreme cold. “Winter mortality for emerald ash borer is definitely temperature dependent. The larvae can 

supercool to a certain point, but they die if they freeze, and there is variability in tolerance among individual 

insects. A recent study from the Forest Service (Venette and Abrahamson–see attached) in Minnesota showed that 

5% of the insects die at 0F, 34% at -10F, 79% at -20F and 98% at -30F.However, there is the question of what 

temperatures the insects actually experience, since they spend winter under the bark of trees, and some of them close to the

ground, where they may be insulated by the bark itself and possibly by the snow.There is a large area in northern MN that 

has a lot of ash trees that experiences temperatures cold enough to greatly limit the survival and reproduction of the insect.”

“Also, the few insects that do survive the upcoming cold spell might be more resistant to cold than an average 

insect, and give rise to a new generation of more cold-tolerant insects, although we don’t know much about this type of 

selection in emerald ash borer. In addition, as you know, there is huge variability in minimum temperature across the 

landscape, on south or north facing slopes, hill tops, valley bottoms.”                                                                               

So for Minnesota’s ash trees, the magnitude and duration of the upcoming cold wave may be a very good thing! No 

doubt Lee and his colleagues will be checking in to see how the ash borer larvae fared during this extreme cold wave.

Life isn't Life without the three L's 
- LIVE - LAUGH - LOVE-
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

NAME______________________________________________________PHONE__________________

ADDRESS________________________________________________STATE_________________

EMAIL_______________________________________________________________

If you own woodland, in which county?______________Acres Owned?__________

  New Member______Renewal_____Scholarship Fund Donation $_______Thank-You

Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 778, Jackson Oh 45640

Make Check Payable to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA)

Individual $15, Family $25, Partnership, Association, or Corporation $25

S.O.F.A.
1864 Shyville Rd
Piketon Oh 45661

       Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org
*   Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville

Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

Next Meeting MARCH 14th 

OSU South Center, Piketon

PROPERTY SURVEY
R.J. Donahue,  professional surveyor for the state of Ohio

Come find out what you need to know about a property survey.

Our “carry-in dinner” will be @ 6:15 pm
Brief meeting then the presentation beginning at 7:00 pm

(Building on right side of park lot as you enter)
As usual, bring a dish you wish to share, OR just come and help us eat

what is there.


